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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Lighthouse BBC Tuesday Coming Together 
Theme    : Standing Fast, Serving God as Free in 2023 
Focus    : Standing Fast in the Faith and Being Strong 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / Online 
Date    : January 17, 2023 
 
TITLE    : THE LIVING WORD, THE WORD OF LIFE AND THE WRITTEN WORD 
Text/s    :   
 
Phil 2:15-16 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
John 6:65-69 
65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given 
unto him of my Father. 
66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 
67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life. 
69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Henry Morris wrote of this in one of his articles… 
 
“Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain.” (Philippians 2:16) 
 
There is such beautiful correlation between the living Word (Christ) and the written Word (the 
Bible) that certain Scriptures could well apply to either one. Such is the case with our text. The 
Philippians were exhorted to hold forth the Word of life, which presumably could mean either 
Christ, the living Word, or else the Scriptures, which speak of eternal life. 
 
The same dual meaning can be discerned in such texts as  
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2 Tim 4:2 
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. 
KJV 
 
Heb 4:12 
12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
KJV 

 
In fact, there are many beautiful figures of speech that are applied in the Bible to the ministries 
of both Christ and the Scriptures in a believer’s life. 
 
For example, Christ is “the light of the world” (John 8:12) 
 

John 8:12 
12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
KJV 
 
Prov 6:23 
23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the 
way of life: 
KJV 
 
Ps 119:130 
130 The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple. 
KJV 

 
Similarly, Jesus said,  
 

John 6:35 
35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 
KJV 
 
Luke 4:4 
4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of God. 
KJV 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ said,  
 

John 7:37-38 
37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink. 
38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water. 
KJV 
 
Isa 55:10-11 
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10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater: 
11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but 
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 
KJV 

 
Both are described as the very personification of truth.  
 
Jesus said,  
 

John 14:6 
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me. 
KJV 
 
John 17:17 
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
KJV 
 
John 6:63 
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and they are life. 
KJV 

 
Then, 
 

James 1:21-22 
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with 
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
KJV 
 
John 1:12 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:23 
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. 
KJV 

 
 
BODY 
 
John 6:53-69 
53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 
54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the 
last day. 
55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 
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57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall 
live by me. 
58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are 
dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 
59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 
60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can 
hear it? 
61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this 
offend you? 
62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before? 
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life. 
64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were 
that believed not, and who should betray him. 
65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given 
unto him of my Father. 
66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 
67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life. 
69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 
KJV 
 
John 5:39 
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me. 
KJV 
 
John 5:19-47 
19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing 
of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth 
the Son likewise. 
20 For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew 
him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. 
21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom 
he will. 
22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 
23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not 
the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. 
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 
25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 
26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 
27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 
28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, 
29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 
30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek 
not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 
31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 
32 There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth 
of me is true. 
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33 Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 
34 But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. 
35 He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 
36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to 
finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 
37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard 
his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 
38 And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me. 
40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 
41 I receive not honour from men. 
42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. 
43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, 
him ye will receive. 
44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that 
cometh from God only? 
45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, 
in whom ye trust. 
46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. 
47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? 
KJV 
 
 
1 Tim 4:1 
4 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
KJV 
 
John 16:4-14 
4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remember that I told 
you of them. And these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 
5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 
6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 
8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 
9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 
10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 
11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to 
come. 
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
KJV 
 
John 15:26-27 
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 
27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning. 
KJV 
 
John 20:19-23 
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19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and 
saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 
20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord. 
21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you. 
22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost: 
23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, 
they are retained. 
KJV 
 
Luke 24:45-48 
45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 
46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from 
the dead the third day: 
47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:19-22 
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God; 
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
KJV 
Eph 4:8-16 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men. 
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? 
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill 
all things.) 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
 
2 Peter 1:19-21 
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19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 
20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 
21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:2 
2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: 
KJV 
 
Jude 17-21 
17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; 
18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their 
own ungodly lusts. 
19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. 
20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 
life. 
KJV 
 
Rev 21:10-14 
10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great 
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 
11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper 
stone, clear as crystal; 
12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and 
names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 
13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west 
three gates. 
14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb. 
KJV 
 
 
1 John 1:1-3 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that 
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with 
us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1 John 1:1 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
KJV 
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Heb 4:12 
12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 2:15 
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 
KJV 
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